Grafton Township Trustees Meeting Minutes
March 10, 2020

The regularly scheduled meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Trustee Wesemeyer, Trustee Weigel, and Trustee Homer-Miller were in attendance.  Fiscal Officer Amy Richards also was in attendance.

Trustee Wesemeyer made a motion to accept the minutes of the regular trustee meeting from February 11th seconded by Trustee Homer-Miller.  Carl yes, Christie yes and Andy yes.  Motion carried.	20200310-01                                                   

Trustee Homer-Miller made a motion to pay the bills in the amount of $39,312.16, seconded by Trustee Weigel.  Christie yes, Andy yes and Carl yes.  Motion carried.					20200310-02

Committee Reports:
 
Zoning Mike Strah –  There were two permits issued.  One was for an agricultural use.  One was for an addition.
	2646
	2/23/2020
	16-00-071-000-009
	Susan Shields
	$10,834 
	$0 
	Agricultural Use

	
	
	
	33579 Law Road
	
	
	

	2647
	2/29/2020
	16-00-025-104-020
	Tim & Kathy Flury
	30,000
	$125 
	Addition < 500'

	
	
	
	36211 Dellwood Road
	
	
	


				      			

There were no expenses for the month for zoning.
Inspections for conditional use permits are about done.  Mike has one left to do.
Mike contacted the Land Bank about the progress on the Fender property. The inspections prior to demolition have been satisfied, and it was going out for bid for removal.
The couch in front of 36215 Dellwood has been removed. 
On March 4, Mike met with Assistant Prosecutor Mangan about Ronald Mantle (R&M Fence).  They attempted to make contact with the resident, but he could not be reached. The property at 17601 Mennell Road showed signs of improvement, but they could not verify that business conducted there had ceased. Later that day, Prosecutor Mangan informed Mike that the business had moved to 9692 North Marks Road in Columbia Station. Mangan also stated there still may be some business-related vehicles on the property.
On March 10, Mike drove past the 17601 Mennell Road property. It appeared that business was still being conducted there, or that they were moving materials to their new location. Mike will follow up.
David Kasper of 15777 Highland Drive was denied his area variance for an accessory building. 
Mike issued an address, 16397 Island Road, for Joseph and Hannah Divencenzo.

Existing Violations
David Spurlock, Mike Foldes/Cheryl Drake, Jerry Klimo
                                                                                     
Road Department Bob Richards / Chad Uehlein –  Bob received a letter from the State of Ohio Commerce Department regarding the permit for the road department expansion.  Nine bullet points need to be addressed.  Most are with the architect.  The one we knew about is needing truss drawings.  On March 3rd our representative from the Bureau of Workers’ Compensation was out to do a physical inspection.  He provided Bob with a punch list.  Bob stated that it is 95% completed already.  The representative was satisfied with the Road Department.  Bob will send some pictures, which will complete the physical inspection.  There will still be paperwork to be done at another time.  Two people inquired about the lighting district in Highlands.  They would like to add more lights in the development.  Matt from Highlands was in attendance and stated there were areas of concern where there were no lights.  Their main concern is safety.  They see a need for a few more poles.  Bob called Ohio Edison to inquire about cost, etc., to add the poles but has not heard back yet. Amy stated that each Highlands parcel currently pays $16.40 a year for the lighting district.  That could go up depending on how much more electricity the new poles would use.  Bob switched the meeting room lights from fluorescent to LED.  To finish everything, they will need to purchase 240 more LED lights.  Bob met with Steve from the Lorain County Engineers Office and looked at the areas of concern from last year’s road work.   Bergman is supposed to come out some time in April.  Since Bergman is going to fix the issues from last year, Carl sees no reason not to go with the County Chip Seal Program for 2020.  The 2020 road plan was discussed as to what roads would be done.  Trustee Wesemeyer made a motion to join the 2020 County Chip Seal Program for Law Road (Mennell Road to Island Road) and Erhart Road (Island Road to State Route 57), second by Trustee Weigel.  Carl yes, Andy yes and Christie yes.  Motion carried.		20200310-03

Fire Department Tim Adams / Bob Richards –  EMT John Mullauer would like to be trained to become a volunteer firefighter.  Carlisle Township’s chief will host an in-house training.  There would be no cost other than books and the state test.  Trustee Wesemeyer made a motion to spend up to $250 for John Mullauer to become a volunteer firefighter, second by Trustee Weigel.  Carl yes, Andy yes and Christie yes.  Motion carried. 
	20200310-04
There are three lights that need to be replaced on some vehicles for a cost of around $600.  Trustee Wesemeyer made a motion to spend up to $600 on replacement lights for the fire department vehicles, second by Trustee Homer-Miller.  Carl yes, Christie yes and Andy yes.  Motion carried.   	20200310-05
Tim has submitted the 2020 EMS grant.  The radiator on the complex generator was removed and re-cored.  The cost is $1,850, which included a new block heater.  Trustee Wesemeyer made a motion to spend up to $2,000 on repairing the generator, second by Trustee Homer-Miller.  Carl yes, Christie yes and Andy yes.  Motion carried.  	20200310-06
Bob is finalizing the quotes for the annual maintenance testing.  He will have more information next month.  Workers’ Compensation did a physical inspection, and the fire department is in good standing.  They are 95% in compliance.  The LexiPol agreement was received today; Bob will send it to Assistant Prosecutor Jerry Innes for him to review.  LexiPol would write the SOGs/Policies and Procedures for the fire department.  Trustee Homer-Miller made a motion to enter into agreement with LexiPol, contingent on Jerry Innes approving the contract, second by Trustee Wesemeyer.  Christie yes, Carl yes and Andy yes.  Motion carried.  	20200310-07
Bob talked about the COVID-19 virus and challenges getting supplies for the hall and fire department.  He did order some sanitizing and disinfecting supplies from RP Sales.  

Cemetery Michele Gehring – Christie had her report.  There was no activity in February.  

Town Hall Bob Richards – The Abitibi Container folks are being difficult.  We have not received any funds in two years, and that probably will not change.  The tankless water heater for the hall was discussed.  Trustee Homer-Miller made a motion to spend up to $3,000 on the tankless water heater and supplies, second by Trustee Weigel.  Christie yes, Andy yes and Carl yes.  Motion carried.  	20200310-08

EMS Penny Palmer –  Penny reported that there were 13 residential calls for the month of February, which resulted in 11 advanced life support, 1 basic life support, 1 dead on arrival, and 1 no treat, no transport or cancelled.  There were no motor vehicle accidents.  Mutual aid was given once to Eaton Township for a residential call, and we received mutual aid once from Eaton Township for a residential call.  There was a supply order placed with EMP for EMS supplies for a cost of $270.13.

Rural Water – They are doing some line extensions.  

LORCO – Most of the sewers are in and are now getting tested for the Timber Creek subdivision.
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Fiscal Officer Amy Richards – We have not received the property tax money yet, but Amy would still like to get the Star Plus account opened.  She has the paperwork that we all need to sign as signers on the account.  Trustee Wesemeyer made a motion to open a Star Plus account, second by Trustee Homer-Miller.  Carl yes, Christie yes and Andy yes.  Motion carried.  							20200310-09
Amy received notification that the 2018-2019 audit will start soon.  The State is in the process of making sure we still qualify for the smaller AUP audit verses a full audit.  Amy believes we will.  She will keep the trustees updated on the status of the audit.  We need to make our appropriations permanent.  Trustee Wesemeyer made a motion for the 2020 permanent appropriations in the amount of $1,321,951, second by Trustee Homer-Miller.  Carl yes, Christie yes and Andy yes.  Motion carried.  					   	20200310-10

Trustee Andy Weigel –	 No report

Trustee Carl Wesemeyer – Carl plans on applying for ditch cleaning on Erhart Road.  He would like approval to apply and sign for the grant and the MOU.  Trustee Homer-Miller made a motion to allow Carl to apply for funding and sign the necessary MOU/paperwork through the Storm Water District for Erhart Road, second by Trustee Weigel.  Christie yes, Andy yes and Carl yes.  Motion carried.  				20200310-11
On March 6th the Neff Road resurfacing was applied for thru OPWC Small Government.  We should hear back within a month if we received funding.  The Crocker Road culvert replacement needs to go out to bid, and we need to get a legal notice in the paper.  There is an erosion repair needed over on Chamberlain Road.  We are going to try and get a mini grant for this.  Trustee Homer-Miller made a motion to allow Carl to apply for funding and sign the necessary MOU/paperwork through the mini grant for Chamberlain Road erosion repair, second by Trustee Weigel.  Christie yes, Andy yes and Carl yes.  Motion carried.		20200310-12
This mini grant is a 50% match.  The annexation with Grafton Village is still on-going; there have been no updates.  Carl mentioned secretarial services for the BZA; Joe is getting overwhelmed.  Christie asked Joe how our BZA needs compared to other townships.  Carl inquired about the vacating of the roads; Andy is working on them.

Trustee Christie Homer-Miller – Christie had an update on the cemetery sign.  It is delayed as the sign builder is having eye issues.  It is fine for him to keep the deposit and work on/complete the sign after his eye issue is resolved.  Christie will attend the Belden historical society meeting tomorrow.  Bob, Andy, Christie and Chad met with the Lorain County Historical Society who provided great information which Christie will share with our historical society.  We received a mobile device charging station from NOPEC, which is located in the hall entry way.  We should receive the $250 NOPEC Sponsorship grant shortly; it was approved.  The $475 Energy grant from NOPEC was submitted on March 24th.  Christie reminded everyone to fill out the census survey when received.  Dumpster Day was discussed; it was decided to have it May 8th and 9th.  Bob and Christie met with a representative from Grafton Hot Stove.  They will get back to us with when they are going to use the fields.  Christie has ordered the portable restrooms.  The pavilion gutter and downspouts were installed.  The road department job descriptions were split into two – one for mowing and one for plowing.  Christie would like to get them approved.  Discussion was had on the wording of “assist the road department as needed”.  Christie will make the changes.  Christie will get a help wanted ad posted in the Rural-Urban.  ODOT is hosting a meeting on April 16th from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. for the double roundabout.  Christie needs approval to apply for the recycling grant thru the County; the application is due on April 15th.  Trustee Weigel made a motion to allow Christie to submit the recycling grant, second by Trustee Wesemeyer.  Andy yes, Carl yes and Christie yes.  Motion carried.  								20200310-13
Carl asked if Christie was going to complete the MS4 report.  Although she has never done one before, Christie will go thru the files Jean gave her to compile the MS4 report.  

Audience Questions:

A resident  inquired about the building department status for the township.  We probably will see it up and running in the next two to three months.  

A few residents inquired about the double roundabout.  They asked when they are going to start and how long it will take.  These are answers we do not have yet.

A resident from Highlands inquired about more funds from the increase in the gas tax.  Amy stated that we are getting more money from the gas tax, but it is not enough to fix the roads in Highlands.  

Trustee Homer-Miller made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:34 p.m.; seconded by Trustee Wesemeyer.  Christie yes, Carl yes and Andy yes.  Motion carried.						20200310-14




 



_____________________________________			_____________________________________
      Trustee Homer-Miller, Chairperson                              	            Amy Richards, Fiscal Officer
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