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December 8, 2020

The regularly scheduled meeting was called to order at approximately 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  Trustee Wesemeyer, Trustee Weigel and Trustee Homer-Miller were in attendance.  Fiscal Officer Amy Richards was also present. 

Trustee Weigel made a motion to accept the minutes of the regular trustee meeting on November 10th and the special meeting on November 17th – CARES Act, seconded by Trustee Wesemeyer.  Andy yes, Carl yes and Christie yes.  Motion carried.   									   20201208-01                                                   

Trustee Homer-Miller made a motion to pay the bills in the amount of $88,325.37 seconded by Trustee Weigel.  Christie yes, Andy yes and Carl yes.  Motion carried.						   20201208-02
Deputy Sprouse’s report indicated that there were approximately 42 calls for service in the township from October 31 through November 29, 2020. They are as follows: Harassment (1), Firework complaint (1), Drug investigation (2), Theft (2), Burglary (1), Disturbance (1), Alarms (6), Noise Complaint (1), Traffic Stops (11), Suspicious Condition (3), Assist other Agency (2), Stolen/unauthorized use of vehicle (1), Follow up investigation (2), Disabled vehicle (1), Assistance (1), Fraud (1), Railroad Complaint (1), Trespassing (1), Welfare Check (1) and Animal Complaint (1). After review there does not seem to be a pattern in criminal activity to note.
Charles Ramer from NOPEC was in attendance to provide an update on the electric aggregation letters that were sent out.  Charles handed out a map that listed all the household that are Ohio Edison customers.  NOPEC worked with Ohio Edison to identify the customers.  They came up with 704  households that have Ohio Edison.  NOPEC mailed out 596 letters.  There were 77 that had contracts with other suppliers and 31 that NOPEC received as ineligible.  The three reasons that a household would be ineligible is one being delinquent on the account, an LMRE customer or accidentally omitted.  NOPEC is in the process of reaching out the people that were accidentally omitted.  The delay in letters will not affect if residents want to opt out.  They can call anytime to opt out.
Committee Reports:

Zoning Inspector Mike Strah – There was one fence permit issued.

	Permit
	Date
	Address
	Owner
	Cost
	Use

	2712
	11/18/2020
	34325 GRAFTON EASTERN RD GRAFTON, OH 44044
	Evelyn Blackburn
	$8,500
	Fence



Zoning had an expense of $25 for the “Importance of Relationships as it Relates to Zoning" OTA webinar. There is a zoning webinar that Mike would like to attend on December 16th for “Case Law Update / Legal Q & A” being hosted by the OTA at a cost of $25.  Trustee Wesemeyer made a motion to spend $25 for the upcoming zoning seminar for Mike, second by Trustee Weigel.  Carl yes, Andy yes and Christie yes.  Motion carried.  											   20201208-03
Mike assigned 33601 Law Road to Christopher and Amanda Boutton who plan on building in the near future.
Mike received an electronic copy of the zoning book from the zoning commission. He has been working on formatting the data into an online book that reflects the current book.  He hopes to have this ready for January. 
Mike has received multiple calls from Terry Pool in regards to the zoning of properties that would be involved in the upcoming ODOT project. The properties in question are zoned business.  Mr. Pool is a real-estate appraiser who is trying to assess the value of the properties that are not developed already.     
Tom Steigerwald has requested an application from the BZA for an area variance. He wants to do some consolidation splits.  
Mike has received multiple questions in regards to the activity at 17333 State Route 83. This is the site of the former Ketchum Country Meats. Mike has been in touch with all of the county and state agencies in regards to the business. The current operator has applied for the proper permits with the respective agencies.
Mike received a response from Janet Yates, but he has not had a conversation with her yet.

Existing Violations - David Spurlock and Janet Yates

Road Department Bob Richards / Chad Uehlein – Bob gave an update on the ongoing Crocker Road project.   The guardrail has been installed.  The Engineer’s department inspector stated the riprap was done improperly.  The Engineer’s office wants it fixed while Cornerstone thinks it is fine.  Most likely Cornerstone will have to come back in the spring to fix it.  The road is still not opened but hopefully will be tomorrow.  We might have to hold back money until the work is completed.  The backhoe parts are in except for the injector pump.  CPR is trying to get a refurbished one.  Bob has called around to find one.  It might have to be rebuilt, but we do not know how long it would take, and this is our only loader.  Bob received a copy of the plans for the double round about project; it is 160 pages.  It is in the back shop if anyone wants to look at it.  There are going to be 16 streetlights according to the plans.  We are not sure who is paying the electric bill for those.  Bob will find out because he wants to ask about LED lights.  The tentative start date is June 2022 with completion in November 2022.  Bob also met with the ODOT rep regarding the right-of-way so we know the placement of the new sign.  The recycled picnic tables have been picked up and are being assembled.  

Fire Department Tim Adams / Bob Richards – The members of the fire department want to thank the trustees for the hazard pay; they appreciate it.  The generator needs a new voltage regulator switch and a load bank test.  Williams ordered the part, and Bob picked it up.  The invoice does not reflect the correct price; Amy will call them and figure out what why it is not the contract price.  The security system installation will be finished tomorrow, and they will have training on its use.  The repairs for the squad that was involved in the hit skip is ongoing.  The damage was a small crease in the front bumper.  The Elyria police department handled the report.  GTFD has heard nothing and have not received a completed report yet.  Chris Sukel got a license plate number.  The new wheel cover was ordered for $150.  The upstairs floor is 99% complete; it will be done in the next week or so.  The turnout gear has been ordered.  John Muellauer still wants to attend fire school; he planned to go in March but COVID hit.  Bob has John’s contract that needs to be signed by the trustees.  John already signed it since we are getting him turnout gear and will be sending him to fire school soon.  Bob would like to schedule a meeting with Jerry Innes from the prosecutor’s office and a trustee for clarity on the immunization of first responders.  Do we have to make it mandatory, and what are the legal ramifications if we do, or do not, make it mandatory?  Right now, you must hold EMS certification to receive the vaccine.  Firefighters who are not EMS certified are not eligible.  Trustee Homer-Miller indicated she would coordinate a meeting with the prosecutor’s office.	

Cemetery Michele Gehring – Christie gave the cemetery report in Michele’s absence.  There were no sales or burials last month.  She is working on mapping right now.  

Town Hall Bob Richards – The new meeting room chairs were received to replace the cloth ones.  There were 7 that were damaged in transit.  Amy is working with Staples on replacing them.  The annual fire extinguisher testing was competed today.  The plumbing work is about 70% done but should be done this week.  The hands-free units are in as well as the tankless hot water tank.  The HVAC project will start soon; the materials have been ordered and will be delivered this week.  

EMS Penny Palmer – There were 7 residential calls for the month of November, which resulted in 6 advanced life support and 1 no treat / no transport or cancelled.  There were 2 motor vehicle accidents, which resulted in 1 advanced life support and 2 no treat no transport.  Mutual aid was received from Eaton for 1 residential call.  

Penny has a call out to the Cleveland Clinic regarding the vaccine.  They are beginning to see an increase in positive cases in our area.  They will continue to do what they can to protect themselves and others. 

Last month Penny asked for approval for the LUCAS machines annual preventative maintenance.  The quote was only for protection and not the maintenance.  We were quoted the wrong plan.  The new 5-year contract price is $10,740.60, which covers both LUCAS machines.  Trustee Wesemeyer made a motion to enter into a 5-year contract for preventative maintenance on the two LUCAS machines at a total cost of $10,740.60, second by Trustee Weigel.  Carl yes, Andy yes and Christie yes.  Motion carried.  		 	  20201208-04

Rural Water – They have been extremely busy with water taps in Eaton and Columbia townships.  Bob would like to add a hydrant in front of the one-room schoolhouse and in front of the hall when the double round about goes in.

LORCO – Same as Rural Water, they are busy with taps in Eaton and Columbia townships.
 
Fiscal Officer Amy Richards – Amy stated we received a third check for CARES Act money.  $3,133.73 was received on November 28th from the redistribution.  She has not heard when it has to be spent but expects that it has to been spent by December 30th like the other CARES Act funds.  Amy would like to have another meeting to cover the 2021 temporary appropriations, amendment of the 2020 appropriations and revenue to reflect the third CARES Act check and associated interest, and to determine how to spend the redistribution.   The meeting will be held on December 22nd at 6:00 p.m.  The public records, year-end, and organizational meetings will be held on December 30th beginning at 5:00 p.m.  
the Fiscal Officer asked for a motion to authorize the first purchase using the Coronavirus Relief Funds.  
This was for five electrostatic backpack sprayers and 5 cases of disinfectant tablets from Defense Soap 
for a total of $10,699.95.  This purchase is to cover costs consistent with the requirements of section 5001
of the CARES Act as described in 42 U.S.C. 601(d) and any applicable regulations.  Leimbach made a 
motion to authorize this purchase.  Northeim seconded the motion.  Leimbach, Northeim, and Abraham 
voted to accept the motion.                                                                                        20200907-08

Trustee Andy Weigel – Andy is still looking for a salt loader.  Do we want to make a decision on how much we want to spend on a loader?  There is an auction coming up, but he needs a price range.  The one they looked at in Berea was $28,000.  The auction has newer loaders with less hours on them and are in the $40,000 to $50,000 range.  We may have an option for a smaller one that we can get in the low $20,000s.  The smaller loader sounds like the best option.  It is not at an auction; so we do not need a number right now.  

Trustee Carl Wesemeyer – The vacation hearing for the paper streets was held; the county commissioners rejected it.  The trustees need to decide if they want to move forward and try to vacate the paper streets instead of the residents.  It was discussed and was decided not to pursue.  The annexation appeal with Grafton Village is ongoing; the magistrate asked for more information.  Carl is still waiting on pictures from the property owner on the dead end of Law Road to submit the storm water grant application, which is due on or before March 1st.  

Trustee Christie Homer-Miller – The new sign has red brick in the design; color options were discussed.  The agreement needs to be signed.  It was decided red brick would not look the best with the sandstone.  Bob will get some other color options.  The work on the one-room schoolhouse has not started yet.  The mason is backed up due to the weather and the holidays.  Weather permitting, he expects to start the week of Christmas.  The prosecutor’s office prepared a quit-claim deed and lease agreement; Christie sent copies to the trustees and the historical society.  Neither Carl nor Andy had any issues with the documents.  Christie is still talking with Armstrong Cable.  The ADA portable restroom has been removed.  The solid waste grant reimbursement was submitted last week.  

Audience questions:

Jean Craig inquired about NOPEC.  Grafton Township switched electric aggregation from Energy Harbor/First Energy to NOPEC.  There may be some savings. 

Trustee Homer-Miller made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:59 p.m.; seconded by Trustee Weigel.  Christie yes, Carl yes and Carl yes.  Motion carried.				 		   20201208-05



_____________________________________	_____________________________________
      Trustee Homer-Miller, Chairperson                            Amy Richards, Fiscal Officer
1 | Page

